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which has now happily taken place, how reasonable it is to
repeal the Sacramental Test, and that granting that favour
to the Dissenters," which, by the way, cannot be granted
but by parliament; " can be disagreeable to none, who have
a just sense of the many blessings we enjoy, by the Protestant
succession, in his Majesty's royal family."

I will not trouble the reader with any more quotations, to
the same purpose, out of this libel, for so I must now call it,
but take leave to make some general observations on those
paragraphs I have mentioned.1

I conceive, it will be readily allowed, that in all applica-
tions, either from any body of men, or from any particular
subject to the legislature, or any branch thereof, we are to
take the highest encomiums as purely complimental; if there
be the least insinuation of disrespect or reflection therein, in
such cases I say, you are to take the compliments in the
lowest sense, but all the reflections in the highest sense the
expressions can bear; inasmuch as, the first may be pre-
sumed matter of form, the latter must be matter of resent-
ment.2

Now, if we apply this observation, to what this bold
adventurer has said, with respect to the legislators, of the
Sacramental Test; Does he not directly and plainly charge
them with injustice, imprudence, gross absurdity and Jacobit-
ism ? Let the most prejudiced reader that is not pre-deter-
mined against conviction, say, whether this libeller of the
parliament, has not drawn up a high charge against the
makers and continuers of this law.

It is readily allowed, that this has been the old style of
these champions, who have attacked the Test, as in the
instances before mentioned, with this difference, that he
descends lower in his charge, and has been more particular
than any of his brethren.3

Notwithstanding my resentment, which to be sure, he
does not value, I would be sorry he should bring upon him-
self the resentment of those he has been so free with, and I
cannot help advising him, to take all possible care, and use

1  This paragraph is omitted by Scott.    [T. S.]

2  This paragraph is much curtailed by Scott, who combines it with
the next paragraph of the present text.    [T. S.]

3  This paragraph is omitted by Scott.    [T. S.]